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BG ДА СПРЕМ ЗАМЪРСЯВАНЕТО НА ЧЕРНО МОРЕ ЗАЕДНО • DK Sammen Stopper Vi Marint Affald • FR Stoppons Les Dechets Marins • GE Gemeinsam Gegen Meeresmüll
GR Μαζί Για Θάλασσες Χωρίς Σκουπίδια • IT Insieme Per Un Mare Senza Rifiuti • NL Samen Voor Een Zee Zonder Zwerfvuil • PT Juntos Por Um Mar Sem Lixo
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THE CASE
OF PLASTICS &

MICROPLASTICS

This floating “plastic 
dust” is ingested by 
a wide range of 
organisms. Invisible 
to the naked eye, 
microplastics mingle 
with plankton and 
simply cannot be 
scooped out of the 
oceans…

For most plastic products, their 
mechanical integrity and durability 
is their most important property. 
However, this property turns 
to a disadvantage once plastics 
become waste, as they do not break 
down easily! 
It is estimated that it takes hundreds 
of years for plastics to fully degrade 
in the sea.

Plastic items gradually fragment 
into ever-smaller pieces called 
microplastics (with a diameter smaller 
than 5mm). Microplastics do enter 
the sea directly as well, via:
• cleaning and personal care 
 products (e.g. abrasives) 
• washed clothes (e.g. polyester 
 microfibers) or 
• small resin pellets that are the 
 industrial raw material of plastic 
 products.

Plastics consistently 
make up 60 to 80% 
of all marine litter 
items. 


